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Abstract: Terrorism has become an incurable disease for the entire humanity, a complex social phenomenon, consisting in spectacular manifestation of violence, in order to attract attention, to frighten, to try and impose a certain type of behavior; as a conclusion, it is about terrorizing through a wide range of limit-actions, in which the human being is both a weapon, victim, executioner, and condemned.
Suicide terrorism, as a form of terrorism achieved by carrying out a suicide terrorist attack, has remained in vogue today being popular and preferred by terrorist groups, even if the price paid for the success of the operation is death.
Terrorist show, no matter its form (murder, aircraft hijacking, kidnapping, car bomb, etc.) is widely promoted throughout the world, making the actors real perpetrators of terrorist actions. Keywords: terrorism, suicidal terrorism, suicide terrorist attacks, legal issues
1. General considerations on suicide terrorism
Terrorism is not a recent invention; its roots come from ancient times, when murders were politically motivated (Cesar or Burebista’s cases). Meanwhile, terrorism has evolved and improved continuously, constantly adapting to the conditions of the society. The novelty of terrorism is given by the magnitude of the destructive terrorist actions, as well as by the diversification of the used strategies and means.
Terrorism has become a science and art: science because it is often described as a tactic and strategy, art because it is compared to a drama deliberately presented to a large and diverse audience, in order to transmit a message or simply to draw attention.
Even if, for a long time, terrorism has represented an issue of interest for lawyers and researchers in the field, it has not acquired a universally accepted definition yet. Of the 109 definitions of terrorism analyzed by Alex Schmidt in his Terrorism policies, we remark the material side of the term, which have been identified five elements whose frequency of use exceeds 40% (violence or force – 83.5%, the political factor – 65%, highlighting the fear and terror – 51%, threats – 47%, and the psychological side effects – 41.5%).
As a method of action, crime and terrorism are easily confused as a way of putting in practice certain criminal activity by terror, violence, and intimidation.
According to the criterion entitled methods of executing terrorist acts, terrorism displays many forms1:
–  direct terrorism;
–  indirect terrorism;
–  cyberterrorism;
–  bioterrorism;
–  ad-terrorism
–  narcotic terrorism;
–  suicidal terrorism.
The difficulty of finding a definition is valid for suicidal terrorism as well. The specialized literature uses various phrases to emphasize the criminal nature of suicidal terrorism: suicide bombings (but covering only those suicide attacks in which explosives are used), or homicide bombings genocidal attacks (often used to emphasize the criminal nature of the act of violence, taking into account the effects on victims, but deliberately ignoring the author’s death), martyrdom operations (martyrdom operations that focus on motivation bombers, creating connections with the concept of holy war), suicide operations (suicide operation that shifts the
focus on the organization’s role in producing terrorist act, with a military connotation).
Suicidal terrorism is a genuine strategic threat, becoming even a tool of some countries to achieve the different purposes. Specific to this form of terrorism is to make suicide bombing, a terrorist operation the success of which is conditioned by the death of the author / authors who is/are perfectly aware that if suicide is not committed, one may not achieve the objective.
Ariel Merari, a researcher of this phenomenon and a professor at Tel Aviv University, believes that for a fair characterization of suicide terrorism, it is necessary to accurately determine individual volunteering in committing the attack, given that the overwhelming majority of them are claimed by terrorist groups. This distinction is necessary because there were identified certain cases in which suicide bombers have been misled by their trainers who told them they will survive attack2.
The sacred book of all Muslims, the Koran, mentions that the fight against the aggression of infidels on holy Muslim is sacred. The motivation of suicidal terrorist assaults through Muslim religious precepts represents subsidiary interpretations of some fundamentalist Islamic sects. According to the Islamic culture, suicide bombings are viewed by fundamentalists as an act of personal sacrifice, the sacrifice to the Muslims is seen as a redoubtable weapon in the disproportioned fight of the Arabic civilization the enemy’s military capability.
2. Historical aspects of suicidal terrorism
Suicidal terrorist attacks have occurred in many historical eras; personal sacrifice in the service of a noble cause has often been considered present in human history.
The first example is the legendary character Samson; although he was not a terrorist, his action led him to death and had a clear purpose, the thirst for revenge.
For the first time, suicide bombings were the work of an Islamic order called „The Assassins”, who acted in the period 1090-1275. „They shared many of the attributes of existing terrorist groups, their actions with explicit political objectives with little regard for national borders3.”
Suicide bombings carried out in the eighteenth, nineteenth and early twentieth century by many Muslim communities in Asia, especially those from Malabar (south-eastern India), Atjeh (North Sumatra), Mindanao and Sulu (Southern Philippines) in order to produce fear among European settlers, is a „pre-modern form of terrorism … a politicized variant of anti-colonial resistance that long predates the twentieth century4.” In the Muslim communities, the authors followed certain rituals before performing the attacks, aspiring to the status of martyrs, convinced that through their gesture they served the interests of their communities.
The invention of dynamite in 1866 brought a new impulse of suicide terrorist attacks, the use of bombs becoming the terrorists’ favorite method of operation.
Japan is the country that holds a long tradition of glorification of suicide; the most obvious example is that of the kamikaze pilots in World War II, suicide pilots that voluntarily fall down from the sky with their planes full of explosives to U.S. ships and aircraft carriers in order to cause maximum destruction.
The birth certificate of modern suicidal terrorism is considered a suicide bombing with a truck bomb committed by Hezbollah on a camp of infantry Marines in Beirut (October 23, 1998), resulting in 241   dead and  100 wounded.  In the following months, attacks of this kind repeated and fully proved the effectiveness as the United States of America and France decided to withdraw all their troops from Lebanon5.
The large number of suicide attacks made the Liberation Tigers of the Tamils in Sri Lanka „to be considered the head of the world in terms of suicide terrorism6.”
In Russia, from 2000 until 2008, chechen suicide attackers were guilty of at least 10 attacks in which dozens of people were injured and over a hundred Russian soldiers and police officers were killed7.
Until September 11, 2001, suicide bombings have occurred almost exclusively in some regions of the world (particularly in Sri Lanka and the Middle East); afterwords, suicide terrorist attacks have become a fact of everyday life.
By combining the two traditional terrorist methods (hijacking of passenger airliners and the suicide bombing), Al-Qaeda’s wrote bloody pages and showed that suicidal terrorism continues to write new bloody pages and that contemporary society is not prepared to face this threat.
Most serious is the fact that suicide terrorist attacks involves women, even if they wear veils and bandanas; such an example is that of July 2003, when two female suicide bombers killed 18 people and injured another 50, by suicide bombing occurred during a rock concert within Tushino airport, located south-west of Moscow.
3. Motivations of suicide attacks
Terrorist organizations consider that suicide bombings meet specific political ends. The essential fact is that the motivations of suicide attacks do not differ radically from those of other forms of terrorism, covering a wide range of motivational constellations, starting from the desire to attract attention to a cause or to gain notoriety in revenge for a fact or deed perceived as unfair.
From the perspective of individual bombers, the act of martyrdom can be a way to produce a strong impression on public opinion or an example for those of their peers who perceive life as meaningless to a certain moment. Some individual bombers are widows or bereaved women, seeking to avenge the violent death of their spouse, brother or lover.
Another class of suicide bombers is motivated by the longing for religious purity or by the sense of duty towards the good of the group / community to which they belong.
The suicidal terrorist is considered a well-educated person by the group he/she belongs to, a cold blooded individual, logically, with more satisfaction than financial or political ideology.
In case of suicide bombings, religion, ideology or culture often plays a decisive role in terms of individual motivation. Suicidal attackers are often considered by the organizations they belong to as valuable resources whose loss generates a net gain; either we refer to political or financial capital. It is worth mentioning that human bombs are able to get much closer to the target and have control over an explosive device until the last moment, which offers greater opportunities for success.
4. Legal instruments regarding the prevention and fighting against suicidal terrorism
Internationally, there is a wealth of legislative base, which allows the application of measures to punish terrorist acts, including terrorist suicide bombings, which in principle implies:
■ universal instruments such as the International Convention for the Suppression    of   Acts    of   Nuclear
Terrorism (New York, September 14, 2005), Resolution no. 1904 / 2009 of the Security Council of UN sanctions against Al-Qaeda, Osama Bin Laden and the Taliban etc.
■    regional instruments, such as the European Convention on Suppression of Terrorism (Strasbourg, January 27, 1977), Council of Europe Convention on the Prevention of Terrorism (Warsaw,
May 16, 2005), Council of Europe
Convention on Search, Seizure and Confiscation of the underlying methodology on the financing of terrorism (Warsaw, May 16, 2005), etc.
■    national instruments, strategies and government programs that developed democratic countries to prevent and combat terrorism, which refers primarily to the following objectives: prediction, prevention, deterrence and response. Q in Romania of national instruments can be mentioned: the National Strategy for Preventing and Combating Terrorism in 2002, no. 535 Act of 2004 on preventing and fighting against terrorism.
Romania has acted and will act within NATO, the European Union and other international organizations for promoting and consolidating democracy, governments and institutions to support
security and defense in the fight against terrorism, participation in multinational operations, assistance in the complex to prevent, counter and post-conflict reconstruction. The responsible and effective international campaign against terrorism                  (including                  military participation, if necessary) is a major part of Romania’s National Security Strategy of 2006. For legislative harmonization with the acquis communautaire and international anti-terrorism field, Romania has ratified international conventions on preventing and combating terrorism, agreements and protocols signed bilateral and multilateral cooperation in preventing and combating international terrorism or of some forms of organized crime linkages to terrorism.
5. Conclusions
Suicide terrorism is a comprehensive discussion of contemporary issues; suicide bombing became a global concern for the entire population, as a last resort used by weak actors to achieve goals. Suicidal terrorism is unique and different from the attempts that preceded it. Over 95% of suicide attacks that have occurred worldwide from 1980 till nowadays (over 2.200 cases) came in response to foreign occupation.
Suicidal terrorist attacks as a technique, however, are not specific to certain cultures or religions. In times of peace, suicide is forbidden not only the Christians, but also by the Muslims, but in war times it becomes a patriotic gesture confirming believers’ patriotism.
The main advantages that this form of terrorism has are suicidal diversity techniques (human bombs, suicide car bombs, highjackers etc.), high efficiency, consisting of human and material damage, inducing a state of insecurity and fear.
Death of the attacker is the key of a successful attack and bomber or human bomb timer knows this very well. Maybe this is the reason triggering the popularity of suicide terrorism.
Broadcasting information on terrorism induces to the consumers of such information moments of compassion, solidarity and fraternity, depending on which camp they belong to (innocent people or terrorist group). Suicide terrorist attacks offer to their authors priority in all reportages inducing a over-dimensioning of their own image and creating real models for those interested in such actions. Terrorist organizations are well aware of this and take advantage of different media reunions or meetings to impose and safeguard their interests.
Suicide terrorism will not disappear, but will probably turn into a manifestation of deviant individual behavior, argued personal failures and disappointments fueled by a hostile or indifferent social climate.
To combat terrorist activities, which prepare children and young women for such action, to limit the popularity of suicide terrorism it is necessary an urgent intervention of the states in terms of international collaboration in order to reduce the effects of terrorist actions, including regional cooperation.
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